
Anselm GLramer

ST Albans eYV
Kunstverlag Oder Domimimici schola servıtir?

Vorbemerkung:
Anfang November 2009 hat In der Dombibliothek Hıldesheim INEe
Tagung über den berühmten Albanı-Psalter stattgefunden, der sıch seıt
Begınn des Jahrhunderts IM Besıtz der Pfarrgemeinde SE Godehard

heute zZUT Pfarrei /um Heiligen Kreuz Hıldesheim gehörig befindet,
aber In der Dombibliothek aufbewahrt wird; und dıe Jahreswende
2009/T10 IM Dom-Museum Hıldesheim bewundern WAFNT. Der nachfol-
gende Beıtrag VOoO  L Anselm Cramer (JSB (Ampleforth) zeıgt dıie HSCH
Verbindungen zwischen dem früheren Benediktinerkloster Lamspringe
wobin der Psalter durch dıe Wırren des T6 Jahrhunderts gekommen 1WWAar

un NF Albans auf.

You ll perhaps know that the school [[U by INY monastıc communıty
W ds originally Set by English monks NCAar this CIty of Hildesheim, al

the MONaASTECY of Lamspringe. Like all monasterı1es had good libra-
E an ON OUr books W d the Psalter made AaLt Albans Abbey
Around this wondertful book In the ast hundred AVE gathered
INanYy CXPEITIS and people earned 1n A  Y relevant branch of scliencCce an
AT VWhat, yOUu ll be wondering, 15 MIGEE monk doing iın dis-
tinguished company? It INAaYy be that the pOoet Chaucer. wrıting about
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of people CEXpert in the law, SOMNC three centurıies after the making
of Christina’s Psalter, C  — offer explanation:

Now 15 NOLT that of God full fair qa
That such lewed INAanNnnecs wIıt should PaCC
The wisdom of heape of earned men  D

There 1s SOINC suggestion that this WAasSs hıs advantage: an ıt 15 indeed
I3NY advantage be invited yOUL beautiful CIty, and opportunıity
revısıt OUrL former monastıc ome ABE Lamspringe. But if have unders-

tood the real TCAaASON for invıtatiıon, It 1S bring mınd the ONas-

er y an the monks of St Albans, whose WaY of ife played large part
ın the background of religion, civilisatıon an culture ın Norman Eng-
and

In usıng thıs ast phrase draw attention the fact that when the Psalter
W as made leave the heap of earned INECIIN define the date England
Was both Norman and Englıish. I1wo generations before It W as subject

OCCuUpyıng POWCTI, which could be summarised ftierce Vikings
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talkıng bad French Just how difficult this could be for monks W as cshown
AL the Abbey of Glastonbury, where the 1CW Norman abbot, Thurstan,
dealt wiıth resistance his dea of lıiturgical reform perhaps Cluniac
Dy calling ıIn hıs Norman archers, an shooting the monks down round
their altar.* And Just how x0o0d It could be 15 revealed in the asc of the
LICW Abbot Paul E St Alban’s, Norman monk of Cacn. who SET the
abbey path of quality anı strength, S1VINg It pre-eminence which
lasted in certaın WaVY>, chall SCC, far the eighteenth CEHLUFY:
The communıty’s thirteenth-century historlan, Matthew Parıs, though
NOT detached judge, W as right enough:

“The MONaAaSTErY became SOTT of school of monastıc ife an observance
throughout the whole of England.’

Albans Abbey has been ımportant SINCE Itfs earliest days: Y 1tSs PCr-
haps mythical foundation W asSs by royal decree. It 15 ın ımportant place,
NOT 1n tself, but because ıt 1s the WaY other places, route 1N-
herited from the Romans an still] ın usSsc by the railway an the MOTOrFr-

WAdY The place 1s natural CCHWE; SINCE It W as first used by the PTC-
Roman Brıtons regional capıtal.
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This natural importance drew 1t the Romans, Kıng Offa, the Norman
Abbot Paul, the schoolmaster Geoffrey, hate of able monks, number
of zealous hermits, together wiıth lay artısts, an Oost of Kıngs, Queens,
lords, gentlemen, travellers, pilgrims, the sick anı handicapped, an DLO-
bably large numbers of rural PCISONS, formerly known NLIS. It W as

much the SAamllec In other monasterı1es wiıth significant shrines, attractiıve

stoppıng places, such Canterbury, Durham, Bury ST Fdmunds. It 1S
much the Samne 110 AL OW. MONAaSTEY, Buckfast, Gerleve,
Marıa Laach Ettal

The monastıc ıfe of ÖT Albans falls into three phases, the old English
communıty, the renewed anı expanded medieval ONC, aAM the CUFr10US

ghostly INCINOLY which persısts this day, havıng from time tıme
SOTT of mythical effect people’s thinking. The [CAasSOIl why the Cafly,
Anglo-Saxon, period 15 significant 15 because It W as remembered such,
and occupied place ın the communıty’s mythology. It W as important
their of their OW value that they WEeICcC Set by Kıng, an ong
AB It 15 of small CONSCYUCHCC poıint Out that this 1ın practice mean

vCLY little: the pomint 15 that 1t W ds value the monks of later centurIies.
It W ds clearly embarrassment Matthew Parıs, in wrıtiıng the history
of hıs house, aVvie lıttle reliable information about this period, but
he did thıink 1t mattered. 1o aV begun (with the aSssıstance of angel)
before OO pPut the communıty in the sen10r class, an the SAaIllec level
wiıth the other better known houses, Gorze, Corvey, CIG, an above
°recent‘’ foundations such the Norman monasterIı1es. It had acquired
StronNng of 1fSs English orıgın an life, an this raised difficulties 1n the
tiıme of William the Conqueror, who had anxıetlies about sustained Eng-
ish resistance Normanısatıon, especlally (ın the VIEW of LIts Uu-

nıty) AT importan'p monasterıes ike St Albans.

°Its wealth an reputatıon an the intensely national anı arısto-
cratıc tendency of It inmates, INally of whom WEIC of noble blood, COIMMN-

pelled hım lessen Its anı influence.’*

Both William an Lanfranc suspected Abbot Frederick, the last fully Eng-
iısh Abbot, of possible react1onary OV! This W as LNOIC likely Just
because the Anglo-Saxon monasterl1es had become largely arıstocratic,
although without AallıYy real plan do About the yYCar [0]010 Abbot
Leofric



would admıt OTLC the habıt who W ds NOT of well-known amıily,
SE AILY FAte born legitimate, because, he salıd, vulgar illegitimate 881  >

WEeTIC wholly ignorant, of unstable Character. an LNOTIC OI do
frightful things.’

Thiıs might ell incline the English element In the Communıty, A 1ts
traditions, be favourable the old order. Thiıs would be in much the
S\”adlllc WaY that the later English Benedictines after 16588 WCIC almost al
inclined be pro-Jacobite, that 15 pro-Stuart. The Stuart royal 1INS AL

still visıble the calefactory ceiling in the English MONASTECY of St Lau-
aLt Dieulouard ın Lorraıiıne (rebuilt C:1720) The communıty AaLt Lam-

springe, being In Hanoverıan terrıtorYy, WEeIC INOTIC tactful: the paıntıng ın
the “Refektorium’ 1S of George 11 of Hanover indeed, but also Kıng of
(Great Brıtain.

The Anglo-Saxon cCommunıty W as nominally under the Rule of St eNnNe-

diEt, but theır practice W as NOT entirely ın accord with the iıdeals they saıd
they followed. They WCIC however Iımprovement the earlier tenth
CCEHEULY communıty, under Abbot Wulsig, who used the TESOUTCECS of the
MONASTELY find class husband for AILY of hıs relations OL,
unkınd people suggested, his daughters whether virgıns wWidows,
who happened be without ONEC Matthew Parıs NOTES with satisfaction
that he ‘emigrated rather SOONMN from this lıfe? (and SOINC sa1ıd, PO-
tioned’), amıd the islike an maledicetion of hıs community.“°

In the background 1es the Regularıs Concordia./ This Wds document
which SICW OUut of the tenth CENTULCY reforms led Dy Saılnts Dunstan, FEthel-
old an Oswald, who WEeIC al three monk bishops of notable ability anı
achievement during the tenth CENTUFLY. The actual Benedictine mONaSstery
aLt Öt Albans whatever there W as before Was almost certainly derived
from that Aat Ramsey, after 950, ounded by St Oswald. As ItSs Namle 1M-

plies, the point of the Concordia W as establish SOILLC SOTrTt of COTMNMMNOIN

practice. It 15 interesting nNOTte that the Norman Archbishop Lanfranc
dıd the SAaIle with hıs Benedict of Anıane had done ın O17

The details need NOT ead asıde: the effect Was bring back the Rule
(which had been forgotten ignored by Aallıy monasterı1es which rema1-

ned, however feeble) and establish ıt the NOTIN. In the NCXT hundred
there W AasSs both growth an decay, the first 1ın ownership, buildings
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and materia] such books vestmentTs, the second ın the actual
realisatıon of the ideals. With the strength of St Albans led by Abbot
Frederick and hıs well-connected English communıty, together with the
influence of royally enewed an strengthened Westmuinster, ell
the other Dunstonian houses ike Canterbury, Winchester, Glastonbury
an Peterbrorough, English monastıcısm W as different from that PIC-
vaıling the mainland of Furope.

It W as different, but nonetheless 1t W ds derived. It W as NOT Just the Rule
that W as imported, but Man Yy of the ideas behind the Concordia, an
much of the writings which WEeTC the basıs of learnıng an spiritualıty.
par from Bede, there W as NOT lot of natıve wrıting of AlLY real quality
ın the monastıc sphere. On the other hand, ın England abroad, there
Was other Ssıtuatıon in which learning, education an culture had allıy
chance. The lay world, Set In single castles small OWNS an cıtıes, Was

under CONsStaAN threat of attack Sse1ZUrE, an there WEeIC continual
demands of actual military ervıce. Many, perhaps MOST, of the knights
an other fighting M  — could NOT read wriıte. Monasterı1es WLG the
only place wiıth AallıYy degree of stability, continulty, And there
W as usually all round the outside: ANE least 1ıt felt SCCHTE
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Into this world there Aillc the Normans, bringing wiıth them CIHCLSY anı
Organısatıon anı technical skılls building Further, they WCIC begin-

respond the LICW srowth of learnıng, mainly medicıine Iaw an
theology, which Was healthy infancy places ike Salerno, Bologna
an Parıs Their IımMpact northern kurope WAasSs VeCLY farreaching, for
their domination of Europe northern an southern frontier W ds

complete by 1 O6 They WCIC command of England and they WCCIC

command of Sicily an southern Italy Never 24  8l would the English fee]
that they WCIC part of the northern, Scandinavlan, Germanıc world
rather, they became part of the Latın world looking south both sides
of the Alps, anı have remaıned Because of the Norman
Lanfranc an Anselm, though of Germanıc famılies, WEeTIC brought
Italy an France before becoming immensely influential eaders of the
Church England



William the Conqueror WAas sifted in SOINC, AaN! appreciated the value of
other, aSpECIS of thıs renalssance. In particular, control the kingdom
he needed control the STIrUuCILUres of the Church, that 15 the bishops, an
the monasterıes. It W as from the monasterı1es that MOST of the bishops
WCIC drawn, ftor there W as other traınıng ground. That 1S why he took
monks from Norman monasterles an made them bishops aMnı abbots in

England: examples AdIC Lanfranc an Anselm Archbishops of Canter-

bury, an ın OUrTr CasSCc, Paul, Lanfranc’s nephew (some sa1d hıs sON)
Abbot of St Albans. There WEIC I1allıy other examples: 1LOI1LC need detain
U: unless allow ourselves the diversion of visıtıng Glastonbury
watch Abbot Thurstan bring ın the LTOOPS, because the monks S1IM-

plify would NOT SINZ plainsong the WaYy he wanted.

Abbot Paul 1s important, and he 1S big part of the 1CASOIL why Albans
W as ımportant. He W as abbot FEO/ / 9S He W aS Lanfranc’s choice,
Thurstan AB Glastonbury W ds 1a(8)  —+ Matthew Parıs SaVyS Lanfranc ‘loved
hım SOn Abbot Paul rebuilt the Abbey and Its buildings usıng
materia] from the Roman buildings, praedecessoribus SUl1S collectam eTt

reservatam'.'. Matthew Parıs 15 110 wrıiting with INOTE detail an clearly
firmer oround: he evidently had INOTC an better SOUTCCS at hıs dis-

posal. He 5SaYy>S Abbot Paul W as

‘A spiritual anı well-educated INA strıct but WI1ISe ın hıs observance. In

restorıng what hıs predecessors had rather neglected he acted gradually,
iın ase LOO sudden change cshould trouble. The church of
Albans became example of relig10us ife an xo0od observance for the
whole of England. This reputatıon spread abroad, VCIl the corridors
of Rome, an distant kingdoms. Thıs WO  — him much SUpPOTT, an made

-possible growth and expansıon.

Davıd Knowles, doyen ‘Abba’) of monastıc historians, Sdy>S that these
grounds St Albans reasonably “claimed anı vindicated for itself the premier
place ON al the black monk houses of England’. He points OUutTt that It
WAasSs ın the lead, speak, In liturgical observance, the splendour of 1ts
buildings anı their decoration, 1tSs eENCOUrageEMENT of learning an the
1 holds place above al others ıIn the welfth CENTUFY, an during Aat least
the first half of that period It WAas GENFTE of ervent spiritual lıtfe. Part
of this promınence I1a Y be attriıbuted the richer an LINOIC plentiful
SOUTCEC materıal; especlally ın the work of Matthew Parıs. But It W ds



recognised ın 1tfs OW time: In Parliamentary precedence only Glastonbury,
respected GEeNTITeE of the Arthurian anı Grauil myths, had priorıty

When Abbot Paul died, there W AasSs problem, for the English part of the
communıty W as still significant, but IT W as becoming elderly, an AalLYy
tendency resistance W AaSs bound decline. there Was thus delay of
nearly five before Abbot Rıchard Was elected. This W as only POS-
sible OIlICE the ension and dispute between the Normans, the which
W as SroW1Ng, an the English, whose numbers declined they weakened
and died o Stirrıng things happened 1ın hıs tıme, SOOINl known iın
Albans in Its posıtıon the first StOP the prımary FOU north of the
London. Antioch and Jerusalem WEIC captured by the Fırst Crusade,
Archbishop Anselm W as exiled by William ILL, an the kıng NaY, veCLY
Lyrant Was, It W AdsSs thought, assassınated while hunting, cshot by

in heavenly vengEANCE.

Abbot Richard W AaSs well-known at CoUrt, an connected with the best
famılies: al that tıme, abbots usually WEeIC This mean that the Abbey
acquired lot of valuable properties, including the church SE Wymond-
ham 1ın distant Norfolk, and ALC Tynemouth, by Newcastle. He W as DES-
SCNLT AaLt the translation of Cuthbert, the northern Saılnt ARE Dur-

ham, an rushed orward uppoOrt the middle of the Saınt’s bier It

sagged, only find that hıs withered arı W as cured. So hıs TEeLIHrN he
had built chapel in his OW abbey dedicated St Cuthbert

It W asSs by then found be wWwI1Sse that the of mMmONaSsteEry cshould
be divided between the Abbot anı the Conventus: ın this WaY the Kıng
could only reach u half of It in VaCallCcYy Wiılliam Was x0o0od AL

hıs), an weak bad abbot could only misapply hıs portion. But all
Abbots WCIC OMNCEC ordinary monks (S Benedict 15 almost the only p-

t10N), an felt they should USC their riches for the communıty. Thus
Abbot Richard oreatly enriched the church an sacrısty AT St Albans wiıth

reliquaries, vVesSstments an books These included splendid missal, 1ın
which there W as pıcture of the Abbot humbled AT the feet of the Lord,
adorned wiıth finely executed oilt lettering. Artists an craftsmen WETI€

thus already familiar figures around the abbey. °

It W as NOLT Just materi1al prosperity. It 1s clear, A least ıt Was clear
Matthew Parıs wrıtiıng about Century later, that Öt Albans Was —
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NaSterYy in VCLY x0o00d State, an wiıth hıgh quality of monastıc ife an
vocatıons, aM that 1t represented model ftor others .1° Thıs

VIECW W ds$s supported by Knowles:

“T-he ex1IsStencCe of such of sanctıty In the VICINItY, an the ENCOULASC-
mMent of them DYy Albans an Its abbot, ATC SUTC proof that the
things of the spırıt had real value within Its walls  9 L

\What the first three abbots, Paul, Richard an Geoffrey, built u had
sustained MOMENTLUM of quality which lasted nto the thirteenth CENTLUFrY,
and aided the sustained preeminence of the house:

‘IIn the later welfth century|] rich intellectual, lıterary and artıstic ıfe
existed ATl Albans. In this respecCt the house surpassed al] other —-

nasterles of England. Just AL Bury the best talent went admıiınis-
ratıon and the surveillance of estates, AT St Albans 1It Went etters

5 I5and AarT:

Abbot Geoffrey W ads Prior of Albans when elected Abbot ın EL  . ıt 1s
therefore lıkely that he W as A least born about LO9O. Matthew Parıs 5SdyS
he W d of miıxed parentage, of Normandy and Maıne. Monks at thıs time
WCIC commonly known by their place of orıgın their second 11a6

Geoffrey 15 recorded e Gorron’/’. If he Was born ın Gorron, which 1S
place then, an for SOINC tıme, of SOINC iımportance border fortress

between Normandy an Maıne could conclude that that his father
W ds$s of Maıne, his mother Norman. Maıne 15 part of NJOu, Geoffrey
INAaY be instance of talent stimulated by fresh mıixture of Il  . Thıs
15 little INOTE liıkely because he have become ‘Magıster‘ ın ONC

of the cartly forms of unıversIity, which 15 why Abbot Riıchard persuaded
hiım OC St Albans take OVCILI (not start) 1ts school.*? This tells

that Geoffrey W as able, and 1ıt tells that Abbot Richard W as aNX10-
gather anı develop talent. There WEeTC only four a between the

election of Abbot Richard an the date usually g1ven for the makıng of
the Psalter, either the monk (OF T10T) Geoffrey became involved 1ın the
affaırs of Christina an the making of fine manuscr1pts ell before he
W as Abbot, Abbot Richard cshould be placed IHOL€ clearly In view.“”°

Many ll have heard the of Geoffrey arrıviıng at Albans find
that the Headmaster’s job he had been g1ven had been filled by another:



evidently certaın alacrıty W ds expected aTt the abbey The delay indicates
disposition finısh the Job in hand perhaps he W ads stil! eX4aMm1-

nıng board, SOINC important Commuttee but he wasted time in
setting AL Dunstable until the VaACallCcYy should Here he invented,

perhaps imported, the dea of miracle plays. Hıs standıing W ds> al-
ready such that he W ds allowed borrow cantors’ OPp from the abbey
sacrısty uUsSsc in the theatre. This would certainly NOT be allowed ın
OW) MONASTETY, And, 1t would ADPCAal, wisely, for Geoffrey’s house burnt
down in the nıght, AT the [918) perished, did his ibrary: this tells
that he had one  7 Probably there Was problem with the lighting.
FEFmbarrassed by hıs inability OV! the COSTIS, he offered hımself InSs-
tead, aMı W AaSs accepted. Thiıs W as NOT odd LHNOVC 1t might SCCIN,
because the distincetion between monks wh: WEeIC cConversIı (mature
adults, sometımes illiterate but distinguished knights, withdrawing from

wicked world), an those who GE oblatı (offered iın youth, by their
families, who SICW within the monastıc life, W AasSs stil] real ONE HR that
time.“>

Geoffrey’s first INOVCEC Abbot W AasSs ralse the kıitchen allowance, by
16 .% That always SOCS down ell ın monasteries.“* He then made
increases ın the PrOoVIS1ON for the Infirmary, for the abbey’s charities, anı
the hospital hospice of St Julian, on the London road)’”. Matthew Parıs

that both the foundation an the building work WEeTIC SEeTt u
‘consılio E1 Conventus’: this LOO 15 credit po1nt, for Abbots (ın
those days) often acted without much reference their Chapters. Monks
do NOLT ike this. However, It sounds though he acted his OW ın the
building of the splendid hall, wiıth ‘double roof’ (that 1S, havıng
clerestory along IfSs Crest); an speclal ‘Queen’'s Room)’ for royalty.

Parıs tells that In bad VCal Geoffrey stripped silver work from the
LICW shrine of Alban and had It melted down into co1ın with which he
could SuppOrt the POOL ın tiıme of shortage. ”” But the NEXT YCal there W ds

bumper harvest, °annus Oomn1ı ubertate redundavıt’, he assembled
funds and enabled the monk Anketil CONSIruCT LICW raised (feretrum,

Greek oan-word meanıng bier, frame stretcher) for the saınt’s
relics. Thiıs INAY remind that under Geoffrey, an the eight other x00d
abbots of Albans between Paul an the mid-thirteenth CenturYy, It W Aas

NOT Just question of illustrating fine manuscrı1pts: metalwork, sculpture,
paıntıng, veSstmMECNTS, architecture WEIC encouraged an supported, and
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thrived. Thıs W ds English tradıtion, NOT Norman ONC, an it W ads NOT

at first understood by the newcomers.“

‘In the mınor Aarts at least, the Norman Was lıttle short of O-

phe, blotting OufTt alike x00d tradition and accomplished executlon.d%

Anketil W as already monk anı goldsmith when he went from Eng-
and SOOIN after 2K6)@ Denmark Aat the invıtatıon of the Danish kıng
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There he became well-known goldsmith, royal tre4surer CI-
VISOTr of the royal mıiınt, and the sen10r banker, being found honest and
efficient. After a he returned England leave, and, being
struck by the quality of ife ar Öt Albans, asked 258  join. Knowles dis-
CUSSCS the small number of monk craftsmen, an their gradual develop-
ment of cCooperatıon with lay colleagues, resident an employed.*? This
practice became general: monks AICc small subset of the population, and
artistically gifted monks, who 2 B dGr always existed, AIc small subset of
that. It 1s the A4asec In OUr O W time.

It 15 only after It has dealt with abours and AaVOUFrS which the abbey
enjoyed under Abbot Geoffrey that the Gesta Abbatum urn!: 1tSs nN-

t1ıon oger the hermit an Christina,?° which leave others INOIC

EXpert than The history of the house continued wiıth ser1es of fine
abbots, Ralph Gubion 1146-51), Robert de Gorron 1151-66, Geoft:
rey’'s nephew), Sımon (a 678 j Warın (1 5) an John of Studham
(1195-1214). Of these, the last LW WwWer«ec graduates of the Universıity of
Parıs, sıgn of future already 1ın which would take from the
monks the civilised leadership of which hitherto they had been the only
proponents.

SR RR



S
f
|

Wa  Wa
\

|

3E

—

R

AÄABB _Langschiff VON Albans

Abbot Paul W d brought AT GCaen, ın the heart of the Norman monastıc
which SAVC England IILalLYy monastıc eaders at thıs tıme, including

Lanfranc Aan: Anselm. But the succeeding Abbots M/IGTS INEeEN of the
St Albans communıty, which 1s itself COMMENT the quality of the
NaSTErY, an the reconcıiliation of the English an Norman traditions:
all later than Paul WEeIC chosen from the communıty itself, which W ds NOT

the LLOLIMN 1ın these CceNturıeEs, whatever the Rule sa1ıd. Broadly speaking, yOU
CA  — only have xo0d abbots from g00d cCommunıty: exceptional I1a  —
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GE  — OMNC from outside an transform communlıty, but thıs 1s 1n general
undesirable, for It CUTS Aat the FOOLT of the CONCEDPT of communıty.

And of COUISC it 15 NOLT mONaSstery which Call boast Pope S HE least
1fs alumnus, AA @a Matthew Parıs would ike ACcCeDL); appli-
CAant who W ds turned down. Nicholas Breakspear W as certainiy schooled
AT St Albans, ABnl Parıs 5SaYyd that he asked Abbot Robert (1 1—66) be
admitted the novıtıate, but W as refused the grounds that he Was NOT
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mafure enough.?” It 15 NOT surpriısıng that Breakspear responded
this challenge and went off Parıs, where he W ds$s clearly first class
material Thiıs PFOCCS> continued the COP, Cardinal anı then Pope
Adrian A Thiıs development W as of COUTSC later than the period of Ab-
bot Geoffrey, Christina an the Psalterium, but 1t 15 part of the pıcture of
what SOTIT of place Albans Was

We ( 2  — follow this preemıinence for ong time. Its records Knowles

Sdy>S ‘almost alone of the abbeys’ extend unbroken from the (ON-
the Tudor Dissolution, 10661 540.?° The monk (Germanus be-

amnlec successively Prior of Tynemouth, an Abbot of Selby Godfridus
became Abbot of Croyland. Much later the Abbey Was ın advance c

nerally Dy becoming involved iın printing, OIlC of only three monasterles In

England do so.?4 This W ads the work of layman, but there 1S evidence
of much cooperatıon with the monk who became the ast Abbot, Richard
OoOreman. In fact under hım the Abbey OIlICE agaın took lead,
expected OI1LC, for 1t made IHNOLC resistance the Suppression of 53 SA“
than Allıy other Benedictine communıty, though there WEIC honourable
eXceptlions in individuals. Indeed Boreman’s CTEG included planned
attempt follow the ead of Queen Mary ın restoring the MONaAaStErYy AL

Westmuinster ıIn K only her death put STtOP ftorm of restoratıon
Aat St Albans, wiıth considerable local sympathy an support.?”

Moreover, in 1G 27 the revived Englısh Benedictines, nurtured ın paın
an Italy, aMlc make arrangements ın dsc Kıng James should aCCepL
(Or VeCIn inıtlate) SOIMNC kind of rapprochement between Rome and
Canterbury. At times ın hıs early thıs seemed almost possible,
precautions WT taken SCC that monastıc communıitıes WEeIC ready
take OVCI the principle monasterı1es. In the General Chapter of T621, It
W ds$s agreed that St Gregory’s (the sen10r house) would be responsible for
St Albans, St Laurence’s for Westmuinster, and Edmund’s for Bury.36
Lamspringe took part 1n this, Ssiınce ıt WAasSs NOT VCIl offer till 1626;
but ate L767 Abbot Heatley, the ast Abbot, took routine oath
following hıs election refurn Lamspringe the Bursteld Congregatıon
cshould St Albans be released the English monks.?7

The historian Matthew Parıs, writing GEMNÜHTY after the Psalter,
enlivened his manuscr1pts wiıth careful and detailed drawings. Most ATC

1n the margins.}° These Ar NOLT 1ın the Samıle class those of the Psalter:



they AT the work of fairly sifted AMATeUT.: But they indicate level of
what NO call culture which adds the iımpression that the abbey of
St Albans ın the welfth CeENTUrY W ds VCLY civilised place. One could
dare uggest ‘And yet this Mancıiple hır aller cappe that
these WEeICcC the work of Englısh monk, ın the seasoned style
of the Psalter images, the work of Norman professional.

The distinction (even if dismissed amateur) 15 significant. Monks
CAaNNOT be professional, EXCEDL monks. But SOIl their affaırs
SIOW, they need, an oladly work with, professionals. And they usually
ATELAGE professionals who Want work In such CONTEXT This 1S ELG of
Benedictines 1NOW, It W as LIrue of the English monks of Lamspringe,*” and
ıt 1S likely have been the asec H8 St Albans.

Sa y ikely, because they WEIC following the S\”diIlle Rule do, an vVen

S EE this distance SOTMNNC features Call be recognised. Thıs 15 NOT simple,
because the ınner experienCce of being monk 15 NOT readıly explained in
words. These INCIL, together wiıth those before them, an those who fO1-
lowed, had each made individual AT careful decision that call had
OIlNC hım (Or indeed her) g1ve whole life, anı that exclusıvely,

God Since 100 there have been ILLALLY WaYS do this: ın fact, when
the Psalter W as made there WEeIC already 11C lowers SrOW1Ng, hermit
STIOUDS, anchorites, recluses, indeed the early ('ısterclans. But all WCIC

moved by the S\”dlllc iıdeal And 1ın Abbot Geoffrey’s tiıme those who WCEIC

simply Benedictine ll have followed the ell WOTN tracks of the Rule,
NOLT SImMply Out of habit, LLOL VCNn of necessity, but from attraction; COHLI-

mıtment anı love. There 15 lıttle €HIS; SAaVC only that almost all
the monks of St Albans stayed faıthful, with CrTVOoULr which people —-

ticed and respected, ll the en and SOINEC C hoped FESLILHEGE the lLıfe,
others had done A Westminster 1n 15568 After following this WaYy

for INOTC than fifty d  9 Cal} ell YOU that 1It CANNOT be done without
deep inner ife It 15 that which makes all possible, Benedict SaVyS,

‘As monks CXPICSS their commıtment 1ın TOWINS practice of the monastıc

life, theır hearts expand wiıth delighted OVEe beyond description, an
24they En orward along the WdyYy (36d directs them.

So the ANSWCI openıng question 1S, the Abbey of St Albans WAas first
an always monastıc communıty. It supported, encouraged anı gained
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from the talent ıt had, but W asSs olad work wiıth assoclate lay PLO-
fessionals. f W Aas thus that they produced such fine things, which WEeIC

result NOT policy.
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Vır reIIgIOSUS pt eleganter ıteratus: In observantıaARE  Vir religiosus et eleganter literatus; in observantia ... rigidus et prudens  [quam] paulatim, ne repentina mutatio tumultum generaret,  reformavit ... Facta est ecclesia sancti Albani quasi schola religionis et  disciplinaris observantiae per totum regnum Angliae. Unde odor bonae  famae huius ecclesiae Romanam curiam et remota regna illustrando  pervolavit, et multorum corda feliciter ei inclinavit. Gesta 1,52.  I2  Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 186.  n  Hic suscepit curam pastoralem .:. determinata lite quae in conven-  tu exorta fuerat inter Normannos, qui jam multiplicati invaluerunt,  et Anglos, qui, jam senescentes et imminuti, occubuerant, anno  quinto sequente. Gesta 1,66.  14  Wilhelmus Rex — immo tyrannus — ultione divina obiit sagittatus.  Gesta 1,67.  23  Unde in principio Missae pingitur eius imago ad pedes maiestatis,  quae aureis litteris et penna scriptis intitulatur. Gesta 1,70.  16  Prosperabatur igitur domus ista, et viguit. Et floruit ordo monasti-  cus, emanans e claustro Sancti Albani, ita ut aliae quasi candela  illuminatae informarentur. Gesta 1,69.  17  Knowles, Monastic Order in England, (1963), p. 89.  18  Ibid, p. 189.  19  Ex illustri Cenomanensium et Normanorum progenie exortus,  vocatus ab Abbate Ricardo dum adhuc secularis esset ut scholam  apud S’m Albanum regeret. Gesta 1.72-3.  20  le 1119-1123: see C. Dodwell, ‘Note on the date of the St Albans  Psalter‘ in 0. Pächt, C. Dodwell & F. Wormald, 7The St Albans Psal-  ter, 1960, p. 27680  21  Legit igitur apud Dunestapliam, expectans scholam S. Albani sibi  repromissam ... ubi quemdam ludum de S. Katerina, quem mira-  culum vulgariter appelamus, fecit. Gesta 1,73.IQIAUS al rudens
Quam| Daulatım, 815 repentina Mmutatıo umultum generaret,

reformavıtARE  Vir religiosus et eleganter literatus; in observantia ... rigidus et prudens  [quam] paulatim, ne repentina mutatio tumultum generaret,  reformavit ... Facta est ecclesia sancti Albani quasi schola religionis et  disciplinaris observantiae per totum regnum Angliae. Unde odor bonae  famae huius ecclesiae Romanam curiam et remota regna illustrando  pervolavit, et multorum corda feliciter ei inclinavit. Gesta 1,52.  I2  Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 186.  n  Hic suscepit curam pastoralem .:. determinata lite quae in conven-  tu exorta fuerat inter Normannos, qui jam multiplicati invaluerunt,  et Anglos, qui, jam senescentes et imminuti, occubuerant, anno  quinto sequente. Gesta 1,66.  14  Wilhelmus Rex — immo tyrannus — ultione divina obiit sagittatus.  Gesta 1,67.  23  Unde in principio Missae pingitur eius imago ad pedes maiestatis,  quae aureis litteris et penna scriptis intitulatur. Gesta 1,70.  16  Prosperabatur igitur domus ista, et viguit. Et floruit ordo monasti-  cus, emanans e claustro Sancti Albani, ita ut aliae quasi candela  illuminatae informarentur. Gesta 1,69.  17  Knowles, Monastic Order in England, (1963), p. 89.  18  Ibid, p. 189.  19  Ex illustri Cenomanensium et Normanorum progenie exortus,  vocatus ab Abbate Ricardo dum adhuc secularis esset ut scholam  apud S’m Albanum regeret. Gesta 1.72-3.  20  le 1119-1123: see C. Dodwell, ‘Note on the date of the St Albans  Psalter‘ in 0. Pächt, C. Dodwell & F. Wormald, 7The St Albans Psal-  ter, 1960, p. 27680  21  Legit igitur apud Dunestapliam, expectans scholam S. Albani sibi  repromissam ... ubi quemdam ludum de S. Katerina, quem mira-  culum vulgariter appelamus, fecit. Gesta 1,73.: acta st PCCIeSIa sancdtı Albanı Qquasi schola rel1gioNIS S11

diseiplinarıs observantiıae DET FEQNUM Anglıae Unde Odor onae

amae NUuIuS acclesiae Homanam Curiam 21l remota Hustrando

Dervolavıt, 2l Multforum corda fellcıter . IncHNaVvIit. esta 152

Knowles, ONAaSTIC TdeT, 186

15 Hıc suscepit nastoralemARE  Vir religiosus et eleganter literatus; in observantia ... rigidus et prudens  [quam] paulatim, ne repentina mutatio tumultum generaret,  reformavit ... Facta est ecclesia sancti Albani quasi schola religionis et  disciplinaris observantiae per totum regnum Angliae. Unde odor bonae  famae huius ecclesiae Romanam curiam et remota regna illustrando  pervolavit, et multorum corda feliciter ei inclinavit. Gesta 1,52.  I2  Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 186.  n  Hic suscepit curam pastoralem .:. determinata lite quae in conven-  tu exorta fuerat inter Normannos, qui jam multiplicati invaluerunt,  et Anglos, qui, jam senescentes et imminuti, occubuerant, anno  quinto sequente. Gesta 1,66.  14  Wilhelmus Rex — immo tyrannus — ultione divina obiit sagittatus.  Gesta 1,67.  23  Unde in principio Missae pingitur eius imago ad pedes maiestatis,  quae aureis litteris et penna scriptis intitulatur. Gesta 1,70.  16  Prosperabatur igitur domus ista, et viguit. Et floruit ordo monasti-  cus, emanans e claustro Sancti Albani, ita ut aliae quasi candela  illuminatae informarentur. Gesta 1,69.  17  Knowles, Monastic Order in England, (1963), p. 89.  18  Ibid, p. 189.  19  Ex illustri Cenomanensium et Normanorum progenie exortus,  vocatus ab Abbate Ricardo dum adhuc secularis esset ut scholam  apud S’m Albanum regeret. Gesta 1.72-3.  20  le 1119-1123: see C. Dodwell, ‘Note on the date of the St Albans  Psalter‘ in 0. Pächt, C. Dodwell & F. Wormald, 7The St Albans Psal-  ter, 1960, p. 27680  21  Legit igitur apud Dunestapliam, expectans scholam S. Albani sibi  repromissam ... ubi quemdam ludum de S. Katerina, quem mira-  culum vulgariter appelamus, fecit. Gesta 1,73.determinata ıte QUaE In CONVEN-

TU exXorta Tuerat inter Normannos, QU! jJam multiplicat! invaluerunt,
1 Anglos, Qut! jJam sen ei iImmINUutl, OCCUuDUuEeranNT, annO

Qquinto sla 1,66

14 Wiılhelmus HeX ımmO Itione divina H sagıttatus.
STa 67

L5 iUJnde n OrINCIpIO Missae pıngitur RIUS Imago ad Dedes malestatis,
QUaE aureIıs ıtteris p1 SCIHDEIS intıtulatur. (Gesta } 40
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L9 - X illustrı Cenomanensium et Normanorum progente€ XOTrTUS,
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apud 5 m Albanum edgeret esta SN
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eg! 1gltur apud Dunestapliam eXpecClans cholam Albanı S1DI

repromiIssamARE  Vir religiosus et eleganter literatus; in observantia ... rigidus et prudens  [quam] paulatim, ne repentina mutatio tumultum generaret,  reformavit ... Facta est ecclesia sancti Albani quasi schola religionis et  disciplinaris observantiae per totum regnum Angliae. Unde odor bonae  famae huius ecclesiae Romanam curiam et remota regna illustrando  pervolavit, et multorum corda feliciter ei inclinavit. Gesta 1,52.  I2  Knowles, Monastic Order, p. 186.  n  Hic suscepit curam pastoralem .:. determinata lite quae in conven-  tu exorta fuerat inter Normannos, qui jam multiplicati invaluerunt,  et Anglos, qui, jam senescentes et imminuti, occubuerant, anno  quinto sequente. Gesta 1,66.  14  Wilhelmus Rex — immo tyrannus — ultione divina obiit sagittatus.  Gesta 1,67.  23  Unde in principio Missae pingitur eius imago ad pedes maiestatis,  quae aureis litteris et penna scriptis intitulatur. Gesta 1,70.  16  Prosperabatur igitur domus ista, et viguit. Et floruit ordo monasti-  cus, emanans e claustro Sancti Albani, ita ut aliae quasi candela  illuminatae informarentur. Gesta 1,69.  17  Knowles, Monastic Order in England, (1963), p. 89.  18  Ibid, p. 189.  19  Ex illustri Cenomanensium et Normanorum progenie exortus,  vocatus ab Abbate Ricardo dum adhuc secularis esset ut scholam  apud S’m Albanum regeret. Gesta 1.72-3.  20  le 1119-1123: see C. Dodwell, ‘Note on the date of the St Albans  Psalter‘ in 0. Pächt, C. Dodwell & F. Wormald, 7The St Albans Psal-  ter, 1960, p. 27680  21  Legit igitur apud Dunestapliam, expectans scholam S. Albani sibi  repromissam ... ubi quemdam ludum de S. Katerina, quem mira-  culum vulgariter appelamus, fecit. Gesta 1,73.UD uemdam udum de aterına, QUENN 1ra-
CuLUM vulgarıter appelamus, eCl sa E3



Castı igitur sequent! CCEeENSa es OMUS agıistrı auTtrıdi RT

COomMDusta est OMUS, CUM brıs SUIS eTi Capis memoratıs 2s19a
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Z HIS VeTrO triginta olıdıs VET hebdomadam adıeci22  Casu igitur nocte sequenti accensa est domus Magistri Gaufridi, et  combusta est domus, cum libris suis et capis memoratis. Gesta  173  23  This matter discussed in Knowles, Monastic Order, 2 ed. (1963),  p.754.  24  His vero triginta solidis per hebdomadam adjecit ... quinque Solidos  qualibet hebdomada. Gesta 1,74. This passage (‘inter cellararium  monachorum et cellararium curiae‘ sc. abbatis) has some useful  information about the double financial system & kitchen supplies.  25  Laminas argenteas, sed nondum deauratas, cum quibusdam  gemmis incastonatis fecit avelli, et onmni redegit in numismata. Et  emi iussit victualia ut pauperes inde sustentarentur, fame tabe-  scentes. Gesta 1,82.  26  That is, 1077-1235: Knowles et al., The Heads of religious houses  in England and Wales 940—1216, 1972, p. 67.  Zl  A. Clapham, English Romanesque Architecture I: Before the Con-  quest (1930), p. 77.  28  Et honestatem religiosam claustri Sancti Albani cum vidisset ...  Gesta 1,84.  29  Monastic Order, p. 537.  309  Z  31  Qui cum examinatus et insufficiens inveniretur, dixit ei satis civi-  liter, ‘’Expecta, fili, et adhuc scholam exerce, ut aptior habearis.'  This is just the sort of thing Abbots say in our own time (‘Go to Uni-  versity first‘) Gesta 1.112.  32  Omnes socios discendo superavit ... electus est in Cardinalem, et  postea in Papam. /b/d.  33  Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, v. 3, p 7.  60  61UINqgUE 0l1dos
qualibet hebdomada esta 1: {hıs DasSSsdye ( inter cellararıum
monachorum ei cellararıum Curlae S{ abDatıs nas STG HSeTU!
information QUu the double fiinancıa|l SyYStem ıtchen sSupplies.

Z amınas argenteas, sed nondum deauratas, C  — quibusdam
gemmis incastonatıs eCI avellr, RT ONMNI edealt In numismata.
mM! \uSsSIt Victyalia UT inde SUS  tar!  TUr, Tame taDE-
Centies esta 1 62
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IN ngland and Wales 40—-172176, 9/2 /

27 lapham nglısh Homanesque Architecture Before the COn

quest (1930), VE

28 honestatem rel1gi0sam claustr! Sanctı Albanı GCUM Vidisset22  Casu igitur nocte sequenti accensa est domus Magistri Gaufridi, et  combusta est domus, cum libris suis et capis memoratis. Gesta  173  23  This matter discussed in Knowles, Monastic Order, 2 ed. (1963),  p.754.  24  His vero triginta solidis per hebdomadam adjecit ... quinque Solidos  qualibet hebdomada. Gesta 1,74. This passage (‘inter cellararium  monachorum et cellararium curiae‘ sc. abbatis) has some useful  information about the double financial system & kitchen supplies.  25  Laminas argenteas, sed nondum deauratas, cum quibusdam  gemmis incastonatis fecit avelli, et onmni redegit in numismata. Et  emi iussit victualia ut pauperes inde sustentarentur, fame tabe-  scentes. Gesta 1,82.  26  That is, 1077-1235: Knowles et al., The Heads of religious houses  in England and Wales 940—1216, 1972, p. 67.  Zl  A. Clapham, English Romanesque Architecture I: Before the Con-  quest (1930), p. 77.  28  Et honestatem religiosam claustri Sancti Albani cum vidisset ...  Gesta 1,84.  29  Monastic Order, p. 537.  309  Z  31  Qui cum examinatus et insufficiens inveniretur, dixit ei satis civi-  liter, ‘’Expecta, fili, et adhuc scholam exerce, ut aptior habearis.'  This is just the sort of thing Abbots say in our own time (‘Go to Uni-  versity first‘) Gesta 1.112.  32  Omnes socios discendo superavit ... electus est in Cardinalem, et  postea in Papam. /b/d.  33  Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, v. 3, p 7.  60  61sa 1,54
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Z Qult CUM) examinatus 1l insufficiens inventretur, IX e} Satıs CIVI-

Iter, Expecta, ılı al UC cholam BXGTEG: UT aptıor habearıs.
Ihils IS jJust the Sort oT INg Abbots SdY In OUTr OWT! time ('Go tO Unt

versity first‘) 2sTa

32 ()mnes SOCIOS ISCeNdO superavit22  Casu igitur nocte sequenti accensa est domus Magistri Gaufridi, et  combusta est domus, cum libris suis et capis memoratis. Gesta  173  23  This matter discussed in Knowles, Monastic Order, 2 ed. (1963),  p.754.  24  His vero triginta solidis per hebdomadam adjecit ... quinque Solidos  qualibet hebdomada. Gesta 1,74. This passage (‘inter cellararium  monachorum et cellararium curiae‘ sc. abbatis) has some useful  information about the double financial system & kitchen supplies.  25  Laminas argenteas, sed nondum deauratas, cum quibusdam  gemmis incastonatis fecit avelli, et onmni redegit in numismata. Et  emi iussit victualia ut pauperes inde sustentarentur, fame tabe-  scentes. Gesta 1,82.  26  That is, 1077-1235: Knowles et al., The Heads of religious houses  in England and Wales 940—1216, 1972, p. 67.  Zl  A. Clapham, English Romanesque Architecture I: Before the Con-  quest (1930), p. 77.  28  Et honestatem religiosam claustri Sancti Albani cum vidisset ...  Gesta 1,84.  29  Monastic Order, p. 537.  309  Z  31  Qui cum examinatus et insufficiens inveniretur, dixit ei satis civi-  liter, ‘’Expecta, fili, et adhuc scholam exerce, ut aptior habearis.'  This is just the sort of thing Abbots say in our own time (‘Go to Uni-  versity first‘) Gesta 1.112.  32  Omnes socios discendo superavit ... electus est in Cardinalem, et  postea in Papam. /b/d.  33  Knowles, The Religious Orders in England, v. 3, p 7.  60  61Jectus RSst In Cardınalem, e1
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