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I frıend, the Dombibliothekar, WTG make of the books
ın the Hıldesheim cathedral lıbrary determine which work 15 represented
by the IMOST cCopıles, the wınner would surely be On +he Controversıes of
the Christian Faith agzarnst the Heretics of T’hıs Tıime by Robert Bellarmine.
The Hıldesheim holdings iınclude part of the first edition trom 1586 — 1595
and the editions of 1596 (Ingolstadt), 1599 (Ven1ce), 21  9 1608, 1610,
1620 (Parıs); 1615 Al 1619 (Cologne), and SAlr ome) sOuvenIır
of the theological W ars tour hundred A9O, the ASE work W as the
chiet SOUTEGE ın which find arguments for Catholic/Protestant disputes

the Fiırst Vatıcan Counsıl.
Recently, Bellarmine’s discussion of the central PTaycr of the Latın INads,

the Roman anON, has become usetful for supplyıng the CONTLEXT for
Lutheran/Lutheran CONLFOVEISY 1about the authorıty of the tradıtion.
Like Bellarmine, INany Lutheran theologıans 2vVve recently COINC the
posıtıon that because the tradıtıon of the 15 old 1t 15 authorita-
t1ve. ast YCal, tor example, referring the praycr “Che Great Thanks-
o1ving” l eucharist];, of Lutheran theologıans in Amerıca expressed
that posıtıon ın tormal STATtETNENT

CC  the Lal y Abgt varıo0ous meanıngs of Holy Communıon aATC zıven
lıturgıcal expression in the Gireat Thanksgivıng, which 15 Omıt-

»22ted trom the celebratıion.

Dısputationes de Controversius Christianae Fıde1i adversus hujus temporıs Haereticos.
;ols Ingolstadt 6-—1

Lutheran Forum XX 25
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To SE tradıtional Evangelical-Lutheran termınology, the recogn1zes
the eucharistıic praycr 4S sedes doctrinae rel1able ftoundatıon for
church doectrine. 'The STatement 15 sharp departure from the Reformatıon
emphasıs scriptural authorıity alone sola scr1ıptura.

'The (ontroversıes developed from lectures AT the Jesu1t college 1ın Rome.
But Bellarmine W as hıghly of what had een sa1d ın 5axony

other things, Martın Luther’s teaching that only ONC part of the
Roman SE be accepted 4S sedes doctrinae Jesus bıblical Words
of Instıtution. “On them MUST rest, ‘ he TOLC,; c  on them MUST
buıld 245 firm rock ıf would NOLT be carrıed 1about wıth CVCIY wınd
of doetrine... For iın these words nothing 15 omıtted that pertaıns the
completeness, the SC; and the blessing of the Ssacrament.  »3 Bellarmine
W as also hıghly of the crıtique of the carrıed after Luther’s
death ın Lower 5axXony by Martın Chemniuitz, Pastor of St.Martın s Church
and Evangelical-Lutheran Superintendent in Braunschweıig. In hıs Examı-
nNatıon of the Councıl of Trent‘ he argued that, asıde from the Words of
Instıtution, the Roman W as NOL MCIY old an thus NOT authorita-
t1ve. Bellarmıine’s Controversies challenged Chemnıiıtz ın the section De
antıquitate CANONLS.
The Amerıcan Lutherans obviously disagree wıth Luther about the ACDMA-
pleteness” inherent ın the bıblical Theır StateMe NT, which tormal-
1zes the old observatıon: lex orandı lex credendt, ımmediately ralses the
question 1about whiıch of the “many and Varıous meanıngs” they AL willıng

recognI1ze. Does “thanksgiving”, for example, replace Luthers “testa-
ment  » AsSs the central ınterpretation of the sacrament”? Are the subjects of
the (sreAt Thanksgiviıng, therefore, both Christ an thankful believers

that communıcants partıcıpate wıth Hım (as members of the Body of
Christ) 1ın the of Calvary? Actıng tor theır < salvatıon? urther
question 15 whether, HGE havıng expressed ftormal alleg1ance the PraycCr,
ATC they able ACCECDL OT rejeCt aV of the varıo0us meanıngs assoc1ated
wıth the eucharistıic prayer?

“The Babylonian Captıvıty of the Church” Luther’s Works, Amerıcan Edition Vol 36,

Examen Conscılıiu Irıdentinı 5—1 uUSE the translatıon by Fred Kramer, Examına-
tıon of the Councıl of Trent. St Louıs Vol I 51€ {{
bid EB Caput X  5 564 — 565
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The specıf1ic wordıing of the praycr which the AÄAmerıcans retfer 1S, of
COUTISC,; NOLT iıdentical wıth the Latın Bellarmine detended. In the
spırıt of the Liturgical Movement, instead, they 4vVve 1ın mınd aı V praycr
that ollows 1ts basıc SEFLLEGELUTE 'The addıtional doectrinal complıcations
that arıse ftrom pre-approving varıable MUST, of COUISC, be dealt wıth
elsewhere.

11

few earlıer, atter the CINDCIOFK had deteated the Protestants in the
Smalcaldıc W l, the suffragan bıshop of Maınz, Michael Helding, had
maıntaiıned that the Latın lıturgy had been wrıtten by the apostles. ‘

certaın of thıs, and Cal explaın It wıth x00d orounds, that ın the first
apostolic church the ITE an holy body ANBE the salutary blood of Christ
ın the eucharıst had the Alillc an also the actıon called "mass’ an that
both the amnec Arı the actıon has een maıntaıned 1ın the church everywhere

untiıl OUur me He made the SAaMıE claım tor the Roman We
NOW. that the has een preserved trom the time of the apostles
absolutely word tor word (gar ach alle WOrt) and that ll the words of
the AT tound ın the books of those wh lıved and

»6thousand A
By order of Kıng Ferdinand, the emperor’'s brother, Helding’s sermonı1c

Opınıo0ns WeIcCc distriıbuted Wlth the ımperı1a|l law of 1548, the “Augsburg
Interım”, concomıtant text‘, Ahal o1ven officıal authorıty by the PrOVI-
S10n that . the on ın the 114Sss chall be interpreted Ahal explaıned
approximately ın the WAY the Maınz coadjutor bishop preached...”® It
ollows that 1ın 1548 apostolıc authorship oft the W as INALDEeTr of
ımper1al law.

But hıstorical facts AICc NOLT established by imperı1al fat, an Helding’s
Statements WEeTITC IMI wıth Protestant In England, Bıshop John Jewel

Von der Haılıgsten Messe. Füntftzehn Predige Augspurg auff dem Rıchstag 1mM Jar
M.D.XLvıy gepredigt. Durch Michaelen Bischoff Sıdonien, Meıntzischen Suffraga-
SS14: Ingolstadt 1548, Cr
Heribert Smolıinsky, “Mıiıchael Heldine ” In Erwın Iserloh [Ed.]; Katholische Theologen
der Reformationszeit Münster 1985, 130}
Georg Pteilschrifter (Ed]: cta Reformationis Catholicae Regensburg 1973; 242
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“The Bıshop otf Sıdon / Helding W as tıtular bıshop of Sıdon 1n
Lebanon]; 1ın the late 1et of the CINPDCIOFC holden Aat Augusta 11-

ched openly that yC had VOUTr whole trom the apostles oft
Christ, word by word, CVECIMN As 1t 15 wriıtten iın YOUL 11145 books
There 1S LOY aın tabulous but VC Al able by yYur cunnıng

bring 1t lineally, either from Christ hımselft from hıs apostles
29OTr from ONC OT other oft the ancıent athers.

TOom Denmark, DPetrus Palladıus and Johann Machabeus objected.”” In
Germany, Justus Jonas” AN! Bernard Ziegler”“ agalnst Helding.
Matthıas Flacıus called attention the hıstorical record.

“Sıdon maıntaiıned that the whole as NO 1n uUus«ec CAaiIne trom
the apostles word for word, yel all the pontifical wrıters wıtness
the In en they-': FreCOUuUunNT who invented which part ot
the anON, which part of the 11ass5

The Councıl of Irent (1545—1563); soberer than Helding, took AGCCOUNT

of those wriıters.

the Catholic Church instituted, Man y A9QO, the sacred
Canon, DULC from CELOTLI; that nothing 15 contaıned thereın
which oes NOT ın the hıghest degree SAaVOUT ot certaın holiness
and plety, and ralse NIiO God the mınds of those that ofter. For
1t 15 composed Out of the verYyY words of the lord, the tradıtions otf
the apostles, an the p10uS instıtutions also of the holy pontıitfs.

The Works of John Jewel, Bıshop of Salısbury. John Ayre [Ed. , Cambrıdge 1845 — 1850
Vol I 235 vol I 9 109
Brevıs ensura ımplarum alıquot concıonumM ıllıus Suffraganael. Copenhagen 15458

11 De Fıctıo Mıssae Sacrıticıo Argumenta CITIONCA Sophıstarum Pontificıorum, Cu Refuta-
tiıonıbus eorundem. Argumenta VCIAd, firma perspicua, CONLTra Sacrıticium Mıssae
Papısticae. Magdeburg 1550
De Sacramento altarıs SCUu Coena Domuinıca et Mıssa Dısputatio GE Capıta Proposıta.

1548
De SectIis, Dıiıssentionibus, Contradictionibus Contusionibus doctrinae, relig10n1s,
scrıptorum IB doctorum Pontiticorum Liber. Magdeburg 1550, 109
Session Z2. September W, 1562 Henricus Denzıger. Enchirıdion Symbolorum 9472 The
Canons an ecrees of the Sacred and QOecumenıical Councıl of TIrent. Ed Waterworth.
Chicago 1848, 156
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Chemnuitz called attention the dıitference between the imperı1al and the
concılıar claıms:

.  %, the fourth Irıdentine chapter oes NOLT AF sımply Aassert

that the otf the Mass W as composed by Christ and the apostles,
but Say S that the Catholic church instıituted it:

But the delegates AU8 Trent, nevertheless,

.  N Aat ITYGC ad that the 15 established trom the very words
ot the Lord, from the tradıtiıons of the apostles, and from the
instıtutions of pontilfs... lest 1t be thought be only human
tradition.

Arguing that, asıde trom the bıblıcal words, the FEXE W as human tradıtion,
Chemnıitz cıtes individual authors: QOu pridie Q Hallı pateretur* W 4S by
Alexander 1about 110 “Communıiıcantes GE memor1am venerantes” W as

by S1Ir1CIUS about 300, * Hanc 1g1tur oblationem,” W as by Leo 1about 450;
“dies NOSTIrOS 1ın Eua pace, Al “quam oblatiıonem” W as by Gregory the
Gireat 1about 590

Bellarmıine concedes post-apostolic addıtions: “<dies NOSTIrTrOS iın LUa pace‘
W as added by GregorYy, an Leo added ‘ anctum sacrıfıcıum immacula-
I  - hostiam)’.” hat informatıon, however, that “rhe 15 older
than LeO OT Gregory, and had always een held ın hıghest veneratıon;
tor otherwise why would the hıstoriıans Av noted diligently that ONEC

(JI another word W as added by LeO GregorYy, ıf the WEeIC reGCeNT

and instituted by SOINC private 111l called ‘scholasticus’?”
Quotatıions from the ın historical documents demonstrate 1tSs

antıquıty that ItSs uUus«c predated the quotatıions. Word-by-word quotatıion
ın the ordo roOMAaNUS, an partıal quotatıon by Amalar, Hugo, Kupert,
Innocent, and Alcuıin demonstrate 1t W as older than 1010 It W as also
older than St Augustine, sınce he mentılons Praycr in hıs Tract 54,
Johannem. 1: 15 older than St Ambrose, who in De Sacramentiıs qQqUOLES
“Quam oblationem Deus ın omnibus, QUACSUMLUS, benedictam, adscr1p-
tam, ratam, ete ) Quiı pridie, QUamn pateretur, ete. , “Unde er memores”,
“supra QJUaAC propitio”.

Op CIt 509
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To which Chemnitz replıes that It oes NOT tollow: “Certaın words ot

the ATC tound the ancıents; therefore the whole papalıst
anNnON, 4S It 15 110 tound, has the MOST ancıent athers 4A5 authors.”

It W as older than the Vulgate LGXE of the Bıble, Bellarmıne SCS 9}
Ssiınce the apostles ATIC lısted, but NOT ın St Jeromes order. And Ssince the

mentılons MAaAartYyrS, ()I INCN and9 but NOLT contessors VIr-
Z1ns-not-martyrs, 1t in tiıme before the church customarıly talked
publicly about contessors.

111

Before certaın poınt, however, hıstorical evidence faıls There 15 verYy
lıttle evıdence tor the ex1istence of the ın the early centurIes. Blame
the ack the Roman polıce! Durıng the per10d of persecutions the
church’s books WE contiscated. Thus; there 15 possıbility of settling
the question de antıquıitate CANONLS the basıs of historical eviıdence.
The ADC ot the aNOTN, ItSs “historical Sfrücture an thus 1tSs authority
MUST be determined other orounds. Did the Holy Spırıt CHSUFTFeE relıable
lıturgical development? ÖT, durıng per10d of SE VGEFE doctrinal dıfficulties,
were there also deviations from the lıturgical tradıtion of the apostles?

The S alternatıves ATC clear: ONC takes sıdes wıth Bellarmine Arı the
authority otf the later CEXT,; OT, wıth Chemnitz and Luther, the
scrıpture alone. It 15 NOT Matter of demonstration, therefore, but of faıth
ın the reliability of tradıtion.

Sa al documents of the apostolic per10d brought together ın the
New Testament o1ve us exhaustive pıcture of the lıturgy of theıir
time. ven when ONEC takes into consıderation that AT that t1ıme there
could NOLT 4VvVe been agendas, because the lıturgical actıon W as NOT

yer unıtormly t1xed, the New Testament 15 sılent about much about
which would ıke NOW. clear pıcture 15 first atforded us

by the fourth CENTLUFY, trom which the oldest lıturgical tormulae
AVEe been transmıtted us

The decisıve question which these tacts confront us wıth 15 the
tollowıing. Äre the liturgies of the tourth CENTUrY the direct develop-
mMent an Organıc unfoldiıng of the rudıments o1ven iın the New
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Testament, ( 15 there break between the < peri0ds? Is there
cContinulty, do VE Judge that the iınıtıal W as ftalsıfied ın

“Catholıice” fashion? ”!©

bor Bellarmine, the antıquıty otf the and Its apostolıc orıgın ATrC

demonstrated by the VL ack of evıdence.

“It remaıns then, that the 15 older than all IMNMCIMOT Y, and from
+he apostles, 4S much else, through the hand COHIE OoOWnNn usSs

through tradıtion.

The S AT ack of evidence led Chemniıitz, the NLtrary, the opposıte
conclusıon: that the W asS relatively LEeGCeHNL; he estimated 1tSs comple-
t1on AB about 600 He qUOTLES Pope Gregory the Great (Book Z Letter
63) “Scholastıicus composed that prayer. 'The patcher-together ot the
CanNON\N, therefore, he concluded, lıved AT the tiıme of Gregory, 1around
590 OTL lıttle betore.

Most CONLEMPOFAaALY lıturgical scholars probably would be sympathetic
wıth Chemnıitz StAfeEemMeEeNt about permissıble varıety iın lıturgical PraycCIrs:

“And OUur c hurches AT unjustly condemned because 1ın the celebra-
t1on of the Lords Supper they, 2A5 did the ancıents, treely uUuSsSs«e Pprayctr
tormulas which ATC ın harmony wıth the faıth an because they
accord wıth the NALHTE of OUuUr times Aul make tor the edifticatıon
of the church.

But tor INalhıy of the SATe scholars, the tradıtion, and ItSs SETUCEuU VE

1S, nevertheless, authoritatıve. Protestant scholars who dismiss Reftforma-
t1ıon CECTINS, arguıng that PEeGENE ın lıiturgical studies has rendered
Luther obsolete, ave nOTt noticed that INa y of those who constıtute the
OHSCHSLLS ATrCc bound by conscıence the Decrees of Trent, an therefore

ifs posıtıon 1about the antıquıty ot the
The Amerıcan 15 apparently SUIC that certaın “meanıngs” devel-

oped in the COUFSEC of hıstory aATC authoritatıve. And 1ike them, INalıy
other Protestants agalınst Luther an Chemnıitz AF convınced that

Leıturgıa. Handbuch des Evangelıschen Gottesdıienstes. Vol I! Kassel 1954,
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GCOHFSE ot lıturgıcal hıstory ın the early centurıes W 4as untroubled, an thus
that the original and authoritatıve torm otf the communıon lıturgy Can be
established by beginnıng wıth the evidence of the tourth CENLUCY an
projecting what NOW ackwards.

In hıs dıspute wıth Martın Chemnıiıtz De Äntıquitate Canon1s, Robert
Bellarmıine 15 clearly wınnıng.


